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Discussion leader and core topic presentation : 
Inspired by ideas and concepts of Brazilian pedagogue Paulo Freire concerning critical pedagogy the 
question arose how critical digital literacy can be improved further to step up to digital poverty, which 
became especially apparent through the pandemic, and hegemonic structures in research publishing. 
This very concept of critical digital pedagogy informs the whole process of critical information literacy 
and formed the basis for the discussion round.  
 

The discussion was led by Arjun Sanyal, Assistant Librarian at Central University of Himachal Pradesh, 
who also prepared a lot of input to his experiences of the situation in India. 

 

Main arguments of the discussion: 

Critical digital literacy is not only about teaching to use digital tools, but also to be able to interrogate 
the production and infrastructure of the information production process.  

 
The whole process of critical digital literacy within the broader process of critical information literacy 
is meant to conscientize the students and concerned audience to the inherent hegemonic power 
structures within the information resources and inspire them towards interrogating these power 
structures. 

 

There is the need to raise awareness through instruction sessions at the educational institutions. But 
not only students have to be considered, but also the locals in the affected areas.  

 
Open Access and publishing possibilities are still a problem, especially for the poorer southern areas 
of the world. Science journals have big traditions, mostly dominated by certain western countries. 
Digitizing and spreading information is easily possible nowadays but licenses and copyrights, often 
supported by certain lobbies, prevent the use of scientific content for people outside a certain social 
status.  
 

The whole process of critical digital literacy is a self-reflexive process that is ultimately aimed at 
creation of a democratic and participatory scholarly communication process.  
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Proposed Solutions: 

To address these issues the global north and south must work closer together. New knowledge sources 
are needed which are pushing the current boundaries in research.  

 
Why not making own DH journals which are open globally and start thinking beyond outside of the 
traditional threshold. Also, there must be found a way how copyright and licenses can be loosened for 
certain cases. (Maybe the acknowledged use for pre-literature and Micropublications, which often are 
already very close to the published version, could help.) 
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